
Ensure your vacation rental home is water safety approved and ready for guests with
this comprehensive checklist, designed to promote a secure and enjoyable stay.

ENSURING POOL & WATER FEATURE SAFETY
Pool Fence & Gate:

Check the pool fence for damages and ensure it is in good working order.

Schedule and complete any necessary repairs before guest arrival to ensure the fence is secure and functional.

Verify that the gate is self-closing, self-latching, and lockable. Make sure it opens outward and securely locks.

Check for any damages or weak points and complete necessary repairs to ensure it is intact and secure.

MAINTAINING POOL CLEANLINESS & CLARITY
Ensure the pool water is clear and the bottom is visible.

Schedule routine pool cleaning and maintenance to keep the pool in optimal condition.

Check the pool drain covers to ensure they are intact, have no cracks, and cannot be removed. Verify compliance 

with safety standards.

Safety Equipment:

Stock a fully equipped first aid kit in an easily accessible location.

Ensure a CPR mask and AED are available and in working condition.

Post emergency phone numbers and the property’s address prominently.

Check that safety equipment like a shepherd’s crook, ring buoy, and reaching pole are readily accessible.

Place the red tag on emergency shut-off valves so they are easily identified.

Pool Safety Covers & Alarms:

 Inspect the pool/spa safety cover to ensure it is intact and functional.

 Test all pool alarms to confirm they are working correctly.

Natural Water Features:

Secure access points to any natural water features like ponds or lakes near the property.

Include a map of the property if natural water features are accessible. 



HOME ENTRY POINT SECURITY
Install or check safety locks on doors and windows leading to outdoor areas with water features.

Test door and window alarms to ensure they are functioning and maintained regularly.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
Download Emergency Contact Sheet from Vacation Rental Host Signage Kit.

Display and ensure up-to-date emergency information is in a visible location.

Post a list of emergency contact numbers, including local emergency services, poison control, and a trusted 

neighbor or relative.

BATHROOM & MISCELLANEOUS WATER FEATURE SAFETY
Check that all toilets have locks and are securely latched.

Remind guests to keep bath toys stored away and ensure all sinks and tubs are drained when not in use.

SAFETY SIGNAGE
Download the Vacation Rental Host Signage Kit at https://NDPA.org/host-toolkit/. 

Ensure all pool safety signs are properly displayed and clearly visible.

•	 Keep Gate Closed At All Times/Mantenga La Puerta Cerrada 

•	 Please Follow All Pool Rules To Maintain A Secure Pool Environment/ Siga Todas Las Reglas De La Piscina

•	 Return All Toys And Pool Accessories To The Bin During Non-Swim Times/Devuelva Todos Los Juguetes Y 

Accesorios De La Piscina Al Contenedor Durante Los Horarios En Los Que No Se Nade

•	 Emergency Contact Information Placed on refrigerator

•	 How To Turn Off The Pool System/Cómo Apagar El Sistema De La Piscina - Emergency Tag

Check for any signs that are damaged or hard to read. Reprint and replace them as necessary to maintain clear 

communication of pool rules and safety measures.

https://NDPA.org/host-toolkit/


INFORMING & EDUCATING GUESTS
Download Vacation Rental Host guest printables at https://NDPA.org/host-toolkit/.  

Print and leave out the welcome letter.

Print and leave out house rules and Vacation Rental Water Safety Checklist.

Remind guests to actively supervise children when they are in or around water.

Encourage guests to remove pool toys from the water after use to prevent children from being tempted to reach 

for them, including the bathtub toys.

Instruct guests to secure the pool area when it is not in use. The pool fence should be locked, and the gate should 

never be propped open.

By following this checklist, you can help ensure that your vacation rental home is a more secure
and enjoyable environment for all guests. Prioritize water safety to prevent accidents and create

a worry-free stay for families.

https://NDPA.org/host-toolkit/

